
 

got life? 
The Gospel of John 
A Bible Study with Stan Key 

 

WELL‐LEARNED LESSONS 
John 4:1–42 

I. An unforgettable story.  
 

Jesus had 
to pass 
through 
Samaria. 

Conversation 
about 

________ 

Conversation 
about 

________ 

The woman 
tells her 

village about 
who she met.

Conversation 
about the 

________ 

Many 
Samaritans 
believe in 

Jesus. 

Tired and 
thirsty, he 
sits down 
at a well. 

“Are you 
greater than 

Jacob?” 

“I perceive 
you are a 
prophet.” 

“Can this be 
the 

Messiah?” 

“My food is to 
do the will of 
my Father.” 

“This is the 
Savior of the 

world.” 

Jn 1–6 Jn 7–15 Jn 16–26 Jn 27–30 Jn 31–38 Jn 39–42
 

A. It would be difficult to find a Bible story that is richer in layers of meaning or more 
fertile for __________. For example, this story could be used for teaching about: 

1. Racial and _______________ divisions. 

2. Principles of _______________. 

3. The identity of Jesus. 

4. Attitudes toward _______________. 

5. The living water that quenches our deepest thirsts and _______________.  

This study will focus primarily on what I believe is the primary focus and purpose of 
this text: _______________. 

B. Well-loved stories. 

Jewish readers of this story in John’s Gospel would readily recognize numerous 
themes and images from at least three other stories that also took place at 
_______________: 

Reference Story 

Genesis 24:10–61 _______________ & Rebekah 

Genesis 29:1–20 _______________ & Rachel 

Exodus 2:15–22 _______________ & Zipporah 

 
Notice how each of these stories has echoes that are repeated in John 4: 

1. A man of influence is traveling in a _______________ and stops at a well 
for a drink.  

2. At the well, the man encounters a woman (or group of women).  

3. Someone draws _____________ from the well to satisfy someone’s thirst. 

4. The woman rushes home to ____________ about the one she has just met. 

5. The woman’s family extends hospitality to the man, inviting him to stay awhile.  

6. Each of the Old Testament stories ends in a betrothal and _____________. 
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C. Who is this Samaritan divorcee really? 

The allusions in John 4 to these Old Testament stories cannot be ____________. 
It invites us to meditate deeply on the ultimate identity of this Samaritan divorcee. 
This question becomes even more poignant when one remembers that John has just 
told us about the wedding at Cana (Jn 2:1–11) and John the Baptist identified himself 
as the best man helping the groom prepare for his _______________ (Jn 3:28–
29). John may be using this Samaritan divorcee as one of his signs. Don’t look at her, 
look through her! Her ______________ and her _______________ enable 
us to better understand the bride that Christ is seeking. 

II. Notes on the text. 

A. This story emphasizes how Jesus crossed at least four significant barriers to reach 
this woman: 

1. The _______________ barrier.  

Jews and Samaritans had a long history of division and _______________ 
that began when the Northern Kingdom (Israel) separated from the Southern 
Kingdom (Judah) after the reign of Solomon. When the Assyrians conquered 
Samaria, they deported most of the population and resettled the region with 
foreigners who intermarried with the remaining Jews. Thus, Jews in Jesus’ day 
tended to view Samaritans as _______________. 

2. The _______________ barrier.  

The disciples’ surprise that Jesus was talking with a _______________ 
(Jn 4:27) reflects the stigma that such a conversation would have had. Today, 
with all the sexual harassment allegations being flung about, it is easy to 
understand why Jesus being alone with a divorcee of questionable character 
could have been in a very _______________ situation. 

3. The _______________ barrier.  

Women typically came to a well in groups late in the day when it was cool. The 
fact that this woman came _______________ at _______________ 
indicates that she probably was ostracized from the other women in town. 
Having had five husbands and now living with a man (was he married?), 
undoubtedly made her a moral outcast. 

4. The _______________ barrier.  

Though the Samaritans worshiped the one true God, their religious practice 
was _______________. For example, their Bible consisted only of the 
Pentateuch, and they had their own temple on Mount Gerizim. For orthodox 
Jews, such a dilution of truth would be _______________ than a complete 
falsehood (a half truth is worse than a lie). Little wonder that John says, “Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans” (Jn 4:9). 

B. The _______________ between this woman (Jn 4) and Nicodemus (Jn 3), 
could not be more stark.  

Nicodemus Woman at the well 

A Jew A Samaritan 

A man A woman 

An orthodox Pharisee A member of a cult 

Moral Immoral 
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Nicodemus Woman at the well 

Needs new birth Needs living water 

At night At noon 

Unsure of outcome Comes to radiant faith 

Initiated by Nicodemus Initiated by Jesus 

 
A. The statement that Jesus “_______________ pass through Samaria” is 

interesting (Jn 4:4). 

Orthodox Jews traveling from Jerusalem to Galilee would typically cross the Jordan 
River and travel north thus avoiding ceremonial uncleanness by contact with 
Samaria. Though some think Jesus “had to” pass through Samaria because he was in 
a hurry, the probable meaning is that he was on a mission! He was being very 
intentional about making a point. Specifically, he wanted to illustrate to the world 
what _______________ really looked like: “the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him” (Jn 4:23).  

B. Note the irony in the fact that while Jesus met open _______________ in 
Jerusalem (Jn 2–3), he was received warmly in Sychar. While the pious Bible-
believing Pharisee Nicodemus was so _______________ he couldn’t see the 
Light of the world, an immoral divorcee with a partial Bible and an unorthodox faith 
recognized him almost immediately!  

C. John’s comment that Jesus was “tired” and needed to sit down to rest and drink (Jn 
4:6–7) underscores the fact that Jesus, though fully God, was also ___________ 
(Jn 1:14; 10:30; etc.). 

D. When Jesus asked the woman to call her husband (Jn 4:16), the woman may have 
interpreted this to mean that he was fishing, trying to find out if she was 
_______________. When she responded that she had no husband (Jn 4:17), 
she may have been signaling, “I am available. Wanna take it to the next level?” 

E. The term “_______________” (Jn 4:10–11, 13–14) has a double meaning. It can 
mean “running/flowing water,” which in Jewish rituals was essential for purification. 
Wells were not places for running water (unless there was an underground stream). 
But Jesus is also talking about “life-giving water,” the “water of life” (see Ez 47:1–12; 
Rv 22:1, 17). Later, at the Feast of Booths, Jesus will explain:  

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this 
he said about the _______________, whom those who believed in him were 
to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. (John 7:37–39) 

F. John notes that in the woman’s haste to tell her village about Jesus, she forgot her 
_______________ (Jn 4:28). John is suggesting metaphorically that you don’t 
need a jar if you have a bubbling well within you. 

G. When Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah, his words are dramatic: “_________” 
(ego eimi, Jn 4:26). This fits in with the other references in John to times when Jesus 
said, “I am”. It also refers to the _______________ when God revealed himself 
to Moses as “I am.” 
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III. Lessons at the well. 

The real message of this amazing story concerns _______________. Jesus had to go 
to Samaria so that he could illustrate what genuine, authentic worship looked like. This is 
the only teaching that Jesus ever gave on the subject of worship. In six short verses (Jn 
4:19–24), the word “worship” or “worshipper” is used ten times.  

The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is 
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:19–24) 

God is _______________ worshippers. He will go to any length and take any risk to 
find them. In fact, his thirst for worshippers is as great as the woman’s thirst for water! 
What he couldn’t find in Jerusalem (at the Temple or with Nicodemus), he found at 
Jacob’s well. This story reveals seven characteristics of true worship: 

1. True worship recognizes that salvation is from _______________. 

While theological precision on every fine point of doctrine is not essential, there are 
some things that are _______________. Worshipping in ignorance (“You 
worship what you do not know”) is inadequate. Jesus is being honest with the 
woman, reminding her that faulty theology (based on a partial Bible and worship on 
Mount Gerizim) is a very shaky foundation for worship.  

For salvation, one must have a _____________ Bible and a _____________ 
Savior. One cannot bring a consumer mentality to worship: “I’ll take this and this, 
but not this.” To add to or take from God’s revealed Word is to put our salvation in 
jeopardy (see Rv 22:18–19). “If your concept of God is wrong, the more religion you 
get, the more dangerous you become to you and to others” (William Temple). 

2. True worship recognizes that externals (location, liturgy, ritual, style, theological 
precision, etc.) are only of _______________ importance. 

The woman believed that worshipping on Mount Gerizim was what made her 
worship legitimate; the site was sacred and therefore her worship was authentic. 
Jesus tells her that the important thing is not _______________ you worship 
but _______________. The question is not whether you worship in Gerizim or 
Jerusalem but whether you worship in spirit and truth! 

False worship always accentuates _______________ over substance. Is the 
liturgy correct? Is the music to my liking? Are we in the right location? Is this the 
right time of the day? Is this the right day of the week? Screens or hymnals? KJV or 
NIV? Piano or guitar? Raise our hands or not? God is seeking worshippers who are 
_______________, not those who have all the stylistic questions figured out.  

3. True worship brings the worshipper face to face with _______________. 

“Go call you husband,” Jesus said to the woman. Jesus knew that she would never be 
able to drink living water or to worship rightly as long as she was living in willful, 
continual, __________ sin. Worship that fails to confront worshippers with their 
sin is simply a lot of liturgical noise, full of sound and fury, but signifying nothing. 

False worship comforts worshippers in their sins and reassures them even when they 
are on the pathway to hell. The goal is _______________, rather than holiness. 
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True worship turns on the light! It both comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 
comfortable! Those who hate the light will either change the subject or change 
churches (see Jn 3:19–21).  

4. True worship engages both _______________ and _______________. 

God is seeking “true worshippers,” those who will worship him “in spirit and truth.”  

 “In spirit” indicates worship that is _______________, prompted by and 
expressed through the Holy Spirit. True worship is thus something that is 
_______________ and experienced. Our emotions are involved.  

I am bold to assert that no change of a religious nature will ever take place 
unless the _______________ are moved… nothing significant ever 
changed the life of anyone when the heart was not deeply affected… The 
duty of singing praises to God seems to be given wholly to excite and 
express religious affections… In summary, those who have little religious 
affection have very little religion. (Jonathan Edwards, A Treatise 
Concerning Religious Affections, 1746).  

 “In truth” indicates that emotion in worship must be rooted and grounded in 
biblical _______________. To be intense in worship while being misguided 
about the truth (God, man, salvation, sin, judgment, etc.) is to make things worse 
rather than better.  

Truth without spirit leads to _______________, ritualism, and pharisaim. It is 
having a form of godliness without the power (II Tm 3:5). Spirit without truth leads 
to _______________, sentimentalism, and fanaticism. It is having a zeal for 
God but not according to knowledge (Rom 10:2). What a tragedy that most people 
today seem to be forced to choose between one or the other: between a cemetery or 
an insane asylum. Jesus says that worship must be in spirit and truth. What God has 
joined together, let no one _______________! 

5. True worship satisfies our _______________. 

Though the woman at the well had “worshipped” all her life, she was still thirsty! But 
once she got a sip of the living water that Jesus offered, she was never thirsty again. 
It’s not that our longings and desires cease to exist. It is that Jesus promises an inner 
spring of life-giving water that will be with us always through his ____________ 
that meets every desire as it is felt (Jn 7:37–39). 

6. True worship always turns us _______________, toward the needs of those 
around us. 

The woman’s encounter with Jesus turned her immediately into an __________. 
She ran back to her village and told everyone about the One who was offering living 
water.  

7. True worship reshapes us into the _______________. 

The woman’s thirst led her to worship Jesus. But once she worshipped Jesus her 
thirsts became transformed so that she began to desire the things God desires. We 
_______________ what we worship. 

Worship is the “imagination station” that incubates our loves and longings so 
that our cultural endeavors are indexed toward God and his kingdom. If you 
are passionate about seeking justice, renewing culture, and taking up your 
vocation to unfurl all of creation’s potential, you need to invest in the formation 
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of your imagination…. You need to worship well. Because you are what you 
love. And you worship what you love. (James K. A. Smith, You Are What You 
Love, Brazos Press, 2016, xii) 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. How does the woman at the well help us to better understand the Bride of Christ 

and the coming Wedding of the Lamb? 
2. Describe the Sunday worship in your church. What is its purpose? Is it about style 

or substance? 
3. How does the woman at the well illustrate authentic worship? 
4. How does thirst lead to worship? Then how does worship change our thirsts?  
5. Name one thing that you intend to do to become a true worshipper. 

 

 

Springs of Living Water 
By John Peterson (1950) 

I thirsted in the barren land of sin and shame,  
And nothing satisfying there I found;  

But to the blessed cross of Christ one day I came,  
Where springs of living water did abound.  

Chorus: 
Drinking at the springs of living water,  
Happy now am I, my soul they satisfy;  
Drinking at the springs of living water,  

O wonderful and bountiful supply. 

How sweet the living water from the hills of God,  
It makes me glad and happy all the way;  

Now glory, grace and blessing mark the path I've trod,  
I'm shouting Hallelujah every day.  [Chorus] 

O sinner, won't you come today to Calvary?  
A fountain there is flowing deep and wide;  

The Saviour now invites you to the water free,  
Where thirsting spirits can be satisfied. [Chorus]


