
 

got life? 
The Gospel of John 
A Bible Study with Stan Key 

 

WORKING ON SUNDAY 
John 5:1–29 

I. What’s this passage really all about? 

A. Jesus at work. 

This story, like all the stories in John’s Gospel, has _____________ of meaning. 
The challenge in preaching/teaching from this passage is choosing which angle to 
emphasize. This study will focus on John 5:17 as the key verse through which to 
interpret the entire passage: “My Father is working until now, and __________.” 
A quick look at some of the references in John to “work” is instructive: 

 “Jesus said to them, ‘My _______________ is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to accomplish his work’” (Jn 4:34). 

 “They said to him, ‘What must we do, to be doing the works of God?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you _______________ in him 
whom he has sent’” (Jn 6:28–29). 

 Jesus answered, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
_______________ is coming, when no one can work” (Jn 9:4). 

 “The Jews answered him, ‘It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you 
but for _________, because you, being a man, make yourself God’” (Jn 10:33). 

 “I glorified you on earth, having _______________ the work the you gave 
me to do” (Jn 17:4). 

B. For Jesus, doing the Father’s work was the single _______________ of his life. 
If we are children of God, then we should learn from Jesus’ example and seek to 
_______________ his thoughts, words, and actions. Henry Blackaby 
emphasized this principle in his book Experiencing God when he said, “Watch and 
see where God is working and join him.” 

But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am 
working.”… So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever 
the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and 
_______________ him all that he himself is doing.” (John 5:17, 19–20) 

II. Examining the Scripture 

The Sign To What Does the Sign Point? 

Jesus chooses one lame man (38 years), with 
questionable faith, heals him, telling him to 
carry his bed—on the Sabbath! 

1. Jesus gives life to whom he chooses. 
2. Jesus judges the world. 
3. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath. 

Jn 5:1–9 Jn 5:11–29 

 
Notes on the text: 

A. The present tense “is” (Jn 5:2) makes some scholars wonder if the Gospel of John 
was written before _______________ when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem. 

B. The fact that John tells us the man had been an invalid for _______________ 
may be significant. This is precisely the number of years the Hebrews wandered in 



got life?by Stan Key Page 
Working on Sunday 39 

 

the wilderness (see Dt 2:14), referring to a disobedient generation under God’s 
wrath. 

C. Parts of verses 3 and 4 are not included in some manuscripts. These verses allude to 
a _______________ that explained the popular belief in the healing powers of 
the waters. 

D. This was not the only time that Jesus was accused of being a _______________. 
This was a recurring issue between Jesus and the Pharisees. See John 9:14; Mark 
2:23–28; 3:1–6; Luke 14:1–6; etc. 

E. The Pharisees were often guilty of keeping the letter of the law but violating the 
spirit, of straining out a ______________ but swallowing a _____________ 
(Mt 23:23–24). Perhaps the most poignant illustration in John is when the Pharisees 
refused to enter Pilate’s house during Jesus’ trial lest they defile themselves and not 
be able to eat the Passover (Jn 18:28). 

F. In John 5:27, Jesus is referred to as “the _______________” in describing his 
role in the Final Judgment. This title comes from Daniel and refers to his identity as 
King of kings. 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one 
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. (Daniel 7:13–14) 

G. The text explains that final judgment will be based on the _______________ we 
have done (Jn 5:28–29). Leon Morris comments: 

It puzzles some Christians that final judgment is linked with our deeds, when the 
New Testament is so insistent that our salvation is all of God’s ___________. 
But while the New Testament always regards salvation as springing from 
grace, it just as consistently sees judgment as proceeding on the basis of works. 
(Expository Reflections on the Gospel of John, Baker, 1986: 191). 

III. Working the works of God. 

“My Father is working until now, and I am working” (Jn 5:17). So, what does it mean to 
_______________ in the kingdom of God? This is important not only in our 
understanding of Jesus but also in our understanding of what it means to be a disciple. 

A. Redeeming our concept of work. 

After sin entered the world (Gen 3), work became associated with ___________, 
fatigue, _______________, anxiety, _______________ burdens, etc. 
However, because Jesus was without sin, his work had none of these qualities. He 
worked like the Father worked (Gen 1–2, etc.). While it was indeed work; his yoke 
was ______________ and his burden was ______________ (Mt 11:28–30). 
Our work should be the same because it is based in the fundamental truth that our 
primary work is to _______________ in the one God has sent (Jn 6:28–29). 

B. A watchful eye. 

Jesus did not create his own work. He kept his eye on the Father and simply 
______________ where he was already at work—and joined in. As in chapter 4, 
when he “had to” pass through Samaria (Jn 4:4), so in this chapter Jesus is very 
_______________ about where he goes, what he does, who he works with, and 
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when he does it. His actions are not random. He looks where his Father is already at 
work—and gets involved there. 

C. So, what can we learn from Jesus’ work that will help us in our work? 

1. He is working among the _______________. Jesus intentionally visited 
the Pool of Bethesda where there was a “multitude of invalids [Greek: 
strengthless]—blind, lame, and paralyzed [Greek: dried up, withered]” (Jn 5:4). 
When he visited the Temple (Jn 2:13–22), God seemed to be absent, but 
somehow Jesus knew that God would be present and active here at Bethesda 
among _______________. 

2. He is working to expose _______________. At first, Jesus’ question seems 
silly, even hurtful: “Do you want to be healed?” (Jn 5:6). But upon reflection, 
we discover what a penetrating and insightful question it is. Jesus knew the 
human heart very well (see Jn 2:23–25). He knew that not everyone wants to 
be healthy and whole. 

Maybe his sickness had become his haven, his lover, his overlord… He’s 
been there thirty-eight years… thirty-eight years of monotony, futility, 
self-pity, of poisonous envy and secret pride, of never being able to work, 
travel, make love, cook, care for children, or fix an oxcart. Thirty-eight 
years of life without options, life without obligations… And then Jesus 
shows up and changes all that… Now the man can work and pay taxes. 
Now he can marry and take on domestic responsibilities. Now he can 
build a home and fix its roof when it leaks… Now he can relinquish the 
unique status suffering bestows and enter the anonymity that comes 
with being well. Now he can lose the strange privilege of sickness and 
take up the everyday obligations of health. He’s just like everybody else 
now. We expect things of him. “Do you want to get well?” Do I want to 
get well? (Mark Buchanan. The Rest of God, 2006: 151–52). 

3. He is working on _______________. 

a. The Jews took the _______________ very seriously. Historically, 
one could say that not only did Israel keep the Sabbath, the Sabbath kept 
Israel. Breaking Sabbath was thus a very serious offense. 

b. The Fourth Commandment simply said, “you shall not do any work” on 
the Sabbath without _______________ what that meant (Ex 20:8–
11). Jesus healed a man and told him to take up his bed and walk. Jesus is 
not breaking the Commandment (see Mt 5:17) but he is breaking the 
Pharisees’ _______________! 

If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the Law of 
Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the 
Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? Do not judge by 
_____________, but judge with right judgment. (John 7:21–24) 

c. Though Jesus did not break the Mosaic Law, he did indeed challenge the 
traditional Jewish notion of _______________ (Sabbath, feast days, 
seasons, etc.) In chapter 4, he had challenged the notion of sacred 
_______________ (Jerusalem, Temple, etc.) by telling the woman at 
the well that true worship is not so much about where we worship but 
how (see Jn 4:21–24). Here in chapter 5, Jesus is showing that God is not 
so interested in _______________ we worship but the inner state of 
our hearts. 



got life?by Stan Key Page 
Working on Sunday 41 

 

4. He is working to explore the relationship between sickness and 
______________. When Jesus told the man to “sin no more, that nothing 
worse may happen to you” (Jn 5:14), he was implying a _______________ 
relationship between his paralysis and his sin. Later, when Jesus healed a blind 
man, he explicitly said that in this instance, the disease had nothing to do with 
sin (Jn 9:1–3). The relationship between sin and sickness is ___________. 
Jesus heals the lame man because he wants us to think deeply about the 
connection between sin and disease in our own lives and in the lives of those we 
love. 

5. He is working to reveal his true _______________. The Pharisees accused 
Jesus of blasphemy (making himself equal with God), not realizing that Jesus 
had intentionally healed the man on the Sabbath to _______________ 
this very accusation! His actions are “signs” (see Jn 20:30–31); they point 
beyond themselves. By healing on the Sabbath, Jesus was forcing people to look 
beyond the miraculous act and ask the question: who is this man? As John’s 
Gospel unfolds, Jesus becomes increasingly clear: 

 “Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father” (Jn 5:23). 
 “Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn 8:58). 
 “I and the Father are one” (Jn 10:30). 
 “I am the way, the truth, and the life…” (Jn 14:6). 
 “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). 

6. He is working to _______________. In the conversation that followed the 
healing, Jesus emphasized that his Father had given him ______________ 
to execute judgment, not just today but in the future at the Final Judgment 
when the dead will be raised (Jn 5:22, 27–29). But how does the healing 
miracle point to Jesus as the Judge of the world? This question is even more 
poignant when we remember that Jesus states emphatically, “I did not come to 
judge the world but to save the world” (Jn 12:47; see also 3:17; 8:15). Though 
the _______________ of Jesus’ coming was not to judge the world, that 
was its _______________. The healing of the paralytic is indeed a work of 
present judgment and an anticipation of future judgment in several respects: 

a. He chose _______________ he wanted to heal. “You didn’t choose 
me but I chose you…” (Jn 15:16). 

b. He chose _______________ he wanted to heal. He exposed the 
man’s motives by asking if he wanted to be healed (Jn 5:6). Though the 
man had enough faith in Jesus to make the miracle possible, he is a 
questionable disciple at best.1 

c. He chose _______________ he wanted to heal. In healing on the 
Sabbath, Jesus divided all Jerusalem into two groups by “forcing” a 
decision on them: Is this a good action or a bad one? Is Jesus from God or 
from Satan? Did Jesus break the law or keep the law? This illustrates 
perfectly what John had said earlier: 

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people _______________ rather than the light because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the 

                                                        
11  He doesn’t even know who Jesus is! And when the leaders in Jerusalem begin to persecute Jesus, he actually 

betrays him by telling the authorities who he is and where to find him (see Jn 5:12-15). There is little evidence that 
this man ever became a real disciple. 
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light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be 
exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 
(John 3:19–21) 

7. He is working to bring _______________. Not only does Jesus’ act of 
healing demonstrate that he has authority to judge the world but also it 
beautifully demonstrates that he has authority to give life to whomever he 
chooses (Jn 5:21). Not only is this true now in this life, but the day will soon 
come “when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 
will live” (Jn 5:25–26). Lazarus will be the most dramatic illustration (Jn 
11:38–44). He came to give us all abundant life (Jn 10:10). The offer of life is 
extended to everyone (Jn 3:16). _______________ comes to him will 
never be cast out (Jn 6:37). 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Have you ever known someone who was more interested in when we worship (days, 

times, seasons, etc.) than how we worship? Describe what they were like. 
2. Have you ever known someone who did not want to be healthy and well? 
3. John’s Gospel speaks not only of a future judgment but also of a present one. Jesus 

judges the world now, just by his presence. Describe what this looks like in actual 
practice. 

4. Jesus chose to heal only one of the sick people at the pool of Bethesda. How do you 
think the other sick people felt? Does this mean they were not among the elect? 
Discuss this and how it relates to election, predestination, sovereignty, etc. 

5. Discuss Blackaby’s teaching: “Find where God is working and join him there.” What 
does this mean for you today? 

6. Why does the Bible seem to send different signals when it comes to the relationship of 
disease to sin? Discuss this. 
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Lo! He Comes, with Clouds Descending 
By John Cennick (1752) 

Republished and altered by Charles Wesley (1758) 

Lo, he comes, with clouds descending, 
Once for favored sinners slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train: 

Allelulia! Alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

Now redemption, long expected, 
Comes in solemn splendor near; 
All the saints this world rejected 
Thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
See the day of God appear! 

Every eye shall now behold him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see. 

Those dear tokens of his passion 
Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 

To his ransomed worshipers: 
With what rapture! With what rapture! 

Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

Yea, amen! Let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom as thine own: 
O come quickly! O come quickly! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 


