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Then she said, according to 
your words, so be it ... and 
she bound the scarlet cord in 
the window.

–Joshua 2:21



T he Scarlet  Cord
Joshua 2 and Joshua 6:22-26

In the second chapter of Joshua, there is a fascinating story about a 
woman named Rahab, a prostitute from the city of Jericho. Her city was 
at the entrance to the land of Canaan. The God of Israel had promised 
to give this land to His people, Israel, after He redeemed them from 
Egyptian bondage. Jericho and the territory around it were cities 
doomed for destruction by God because of their violent sin, gross sexual 
immorality, and their heedless murder of innocent people and children. 

In preparation for the battle, Joshua, the commander of God’s army, sent 
two spies into the land to go ahead of the people and prepare the way for 
God to work. The spies entered the city of Jericho and went to the house 
of Rahab, a local prostitute who lived there. Rahab realized who these 
men were and that they were men sent from Israel’s God. 

Rahab, a Canaanite harlot, made a choice – a life-changing choice!
•	 She	chose	to	align	herself	with	the	God	of	Israel,	His	people	and	

His purposes.
•	 She	verbally	declared	her	decision	to	God’s	two	spies.	

We	can	read	her	testimony	today.	She	went	on	record	in	Joshua	2:11,	
“our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more courage in anyone, 
because of you, for the Lord your God, He is God. He is God in Heaven 
above and on Earth beneath.”

Not only did she give a verbal declaration of her new found faith, she 
chose to personally identify herself with the God of Israel, with His 
people	and	with	His	purposes.	She	was	willing	to	literally	risk	her	life	to	
defy the king of Jericho’s edict to surrender God’s servants, and instead 
literally risked her life personally to save their’s so that the purposes of 
the one true God could be accomplished in her land.

Out of this daring faith and active obedience came a heart of concern 
and	intercession	that	led	her	to	another	brave	act	of	courage.	She	longed	



for God to show her kindness and to spare her life and her father’s house 
from God’s judgment.

She	then	presented	the	petition	to	the	men	(2:13).	She	longed	for	the	God	
of Israel to deal kindly with her and show kindness to not just her, but 
to	“my	father’s	house	and	deliver	us	from	death.”	She	interceded	for	her	
whole family, not just some, to be spared destruction. The men promised 
her, “our lives for your’s if you will bind the scarlet cord in the window 
over	the	wall”	(2:18).

2:21,	“Thus	she	said,	according	to	your	words,	so	be	it	…	She	bound	the	
scarlet cord in the window.”

In Joshua 6:22-25, scripture records that God spared Rahab, the harlot, 
and	all	her	father’s	home.	No	one	else	was	spared.	She	was	the	only	one	
who believed in the God of Israel, trusted Him, obeyed Him, and then 
stood in the gap with God for the salvation of her family.

The story doesn’t end there. When we release control of our lives and let 
God be God in our lives, we can never imagine all the beautiful things 
Jesus can do. Not only did a prostitute turn from her past and choose to 
walk with God in love and obedience, God gave her a love story that is 
unbelievable.	Rahab	became	the	wife	of	Salmon,	a	Jew,	the	mother	of	
Obed, the husband and kinsman redeemer of Ruth, and the grandmother 
of King David, and great-great grandmother of Jesus Himself.

You and I can never imagine the redemptive repercussions of God for our 
families if we will choose to be like Rahab and choose to love and obey 
Jesus. The wonderful thing is we, and the future of our own families, are 
not determined by a perfect past or a perfect performance! Rahab was 
a harlot originally. But it does depend on a perfect heart – a heart that 
belongs	to	Jesus	100%,	an	undivided	heart,	a	heart	perfected	in	love.	
When God gets a person who loves Him with a perfect heart – nothing 
between, nothing held onto, and nothing held back – the possibilities for 
the redemption of the world changes, beginning with us and with our 
families.



Could it be that God today is looking for Rahabs to stand in the gap 
with Him for their families? If God is to be able to save our families, 
physically and spiritually, He can only use a woman who has, like Rahab, 
made a choice 
•	 to follow the Lord Jesus Christ;
•	 break her allegiance with the ruler of this world, the evil one;
•	 go on record and declare her faith in Jesus verbally and identify 

herself with the Lord Jesus, His people, and His purposes;
•	 obey Jesus even if she thinks she’ll die.

Out of this kind of life transformation, Jesus is able to not only save, 
but	save	to	the	uttermost	those	that	come	to	Him	(Hebrews	7:25),	and	
bring blessing to the whole world through one person’s loving heartfelt 
obedience.

* * *

Joshu a  2: 12-18,  2 1
12 Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have 
shown you kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father’s 
house, and give me a true token, 13 and spare my father, my mother, my 
brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from 
death.”

14	So	the	men	answered	her,	“Our	lives	for	yours,	if	none	of	you	tell	this	
business of ours. And it shall be, when the LORD has given us the land, 
that we will deal kindly and truly with you.”

15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house 
was on the city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Get 
to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you. Hide there three days, until 
the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your way.”

17	So	the	men	said	to	her:	“We	will	be	blameless	of	this	oath	of	yours	
which you have made us swear, 18 unless, when we come into the land, 
you bind this line of scarlet cord in the window through which you let us 



down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your brothers, and 
all your father’s household to your own home.

* * *

21 Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them 
away, and they departed. And she bound the scarlet cord in the window.

Joshu a  6:22-2 5
22 But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied out the country, 
“Go into the harlot’s house, and from there bring out the woman and all 
that she has, as you swore to her.” 23 And the young men who had been 
spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, 
and	all	that	she	had.	So	they	brought	out	all	her	relatives	and	left	them	
outside the camp of Israel. 24 But they burned the city and all that was 
in	it	with	fire.	Only	the	silver	and	gold,	and	the	vessels	of	bronze	and	
iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 25 And Joshua 
spared	Rahab	the	harlot,	her	father’s	household,	and	all	that	she	had.	So	
she dwells in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom 
Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.



Riding w i th  Jesus
 

	 The	phone	rang	at	9:00	on	a	Wednesday	night.	I	heard	my	
26-year-old son say, “Mom, this has been the worst day of my life. I need 
to tell you something that’s going to break your heart.” Time stood still 
as	I	waited	for	him	to	finish	that	sentence.	“I	was	arrested	for	DUI	last	
night.”

 He was right, it did break my heart. For the longest time I 
couldn’t move or think. I just sat there, stunned and unable to breathe.  
We	had	raised	our	two	sons	in	a	Christian	home,	taking	them	to	Sunday	
School	and	church	all	their	lives.	Our	home	had	a	zero	tolerance	for	alco-
hol. How could this have happened?

	 It	had	started	when	he	was	in	high	school,	at	first	just	peer	
pressure and running around with friends drinking beer.  We had found 
out about that because one of the girls drinking with them ended up 
in the hospital having her stomach pumped from an alcohol overdose. 
We talked with him about the dangers of alcohol, the seriousness of the 
consequences, and prayed that that would be the end of it. It wasn’t. He 
continued drinking with friends all through college and the years after. I 
remember	doing	his	laundry	one	day	and	finding	a	cap	off	a	beer	bottle	
in the bottom of the washing machine. I had placed it beside my Bible 
(I	hope	that	was	all	right,	Lord)	to	remind	me	to	pray	specifically	for	
that when I had my devotions. I had prayed for my sons from the time I 



was carrying them and knew that God heard my prayers for them. Even 
though	the	DUI	charge	was	hard	to	hear	and	hard	to	bear,	I	knew	in	my	
heart that God was in control and that it might be my son’s wake-up-call. 

 He was remorseful, broken, and hurt. He took full responsibil-
ity and owned it completely and apologized for the pain he had brought 
on me and his Dad and the rest of the family. We were thankful that he 
wasn’t hurt, that no one else was hurt, and that his attitude, which had 
been somewhat defensive and rebellious the last few years, had turned 
a corner for the better. He wrote us a letter saying how sorry he was and 
that he realized this was “God’s way of smacking me and waking me 
up telling me I had better get off the road I’m on and change directions 
completely.” He said he was praying to come out of this a stronger man 
with a stronger mind and self-control. Those words began to strengthen 
my heart and give me hope.
 
 The next several days were a blur. It was an emotional roller 
coaster. I was devastated, shocked, hurt, sad, angry, disappointed, and 
scared all rolled up together. I would clean house awhile and cry awhile, 
clean awhile and cry awhile. I tried to stay busy. I prayed without ceas-
ing while I cleaned every window in my house. I realized I was believ-
ing	that	God	heard	my	cries	for	my	son	but	I	was	having	a	difficult	time	
trusting him to bring about the changes in his life that I knew needed 
to come. I prayed that God would help me trust Him and that He could 
somehow bring good out of the ashes.   

 I was more concerned about the condition of his spiritual life 
than	I	was	the	drinking.	He	had	accepted	Christ	as	his	Lord	and	Savior	
at the age of 6 but I knew that he had not been living the fullness of a 
Christian life as God wants for all of us. He was not experiencing the 
joy and freedom of total surrender to the Lord and having an intimate 
relationship with Him.  I prayed that somehow God would help me be 
able to reach him.

	 A	few	days	after	the	DUI	charge	he	stopped	by	the	house	on	
what had been an especially emotional day for me. I had a Christian CD 
playing	and	the	song	“Stand	By	Me”	came	on.	The	first	line	is,	“When	
the storms of life are raging, stand by me.” I looked at my tall, lanky son 



standing there in jeans and cowboy boots with pain in his face and I just 
couldn’t	hold	back	the	tears	and	I	had	a	little	breakdown.	When	I	finally	
got back in control, I just poured out my heart to him, praying even while 
I was speaking that God would give me the exact words I needed to say 
to him. Not lecturing or preaching but just sharing my love and concern 
for him. 

 He loves horses and had even 
worked out West for a year as a cow-
boy. I tried to think of a way to ex-
plain what I wanted to convey to him 
about being a Christian. Jesus helped 
me with that. I said, “Honey, God is 
a	24/7	God.	He	wants	to	spend	every	
moment with us every day. When you 
just	worship	Him	for	30	minutes	on	
Sunday	morning	it’s	like	saddling	up	
your horse and leaving him tied in the 
barn and not riding him. You’re missing the best part!” I think I saw his 
face light up just a little. He got it! He understood what I was saying. I 
went on to share with him and encourage him to begin having a devotion 
time every day. To read his Bible and good devotion books and how that 
would strengthen and encourage him to grow spiritually and to handle 
temptation. He didn’t say anything right then and he was on his way back 
to work so I wasn’t sure whether or not I had really gotten through to him 
as much as I wanted. But I waited, and prayed, and trusted.

 Two days later I got a long email from him, tender and heartfelt. 
He was thinking through things. He talked about his life, how he had 
gotten to this place. He shared how much he loved me and his Dad. And 
then he shared something that made me know that my son was going to 
be all right. He said, “Mom, I am a Christian. I’m far from where I need 
to be and I’ve got a long way to go like we were talking about the other 
night. I need God up in front and not on the back burner where I’ve left 
him so often in my life.”

	 I	knew	he	finally	got	it.	He	understood	and	I	know	God	is	work-
ing on his tender heart. I plan to stay out of the way and let God have my 
son, whatever it takes.



 I think Beth Coppedge said it best. I had stopped by to see her 
and she held my hand and prayed for my son. As she closed her prayer, 
she said, “Lord, please help him ride with Jesus all of his life.” Amen to 
that.



Guidelines to Pray for Those Who are Lost
taken from Luke 15:1–32, the story of the prodigal son

We could ask God that they would be allowed to feel the consequences 
of their choices.

•	 With a severe famine in their souls so they begin to be in “want” 
(Luke	15:14).

•	 That	no	one	would	be	there	for	them	to	give	them	anything	(Luke	
15:16).

•	 That they might come to themselves and miss the Father and the 
Father’s	house	because	of	their	incredible	hunger	(Luke	15:17).

•	 That they would arise and go	to	the	Father	(Luke	15:18).
•	 That they would repent and say, “I have sinned against heaven and 

before	you”	(Luke	15:18).
•	 That they would know the absolute joy of reconciliation with the 

Father!	(Luke	15:20,	22–24).

Would you be willing to pray every day for three people that Jesus lays 
on your heart that they might know Him? Let’s pray that there is such a 
famine in their souls that they come to themselves and seek Jesus.

As you pray, Jesus may want you to call them, take them to lunch, invite 
them	to	church	or	Bible	study.	Keep	your	“heart	eyes”	open	(Ephesians	
1:18)	and	your	“heart	ears”	open	(Isaiah	64:4)	so	you	can	hear	and	see	
opportunities that Jesus begins to make possible so that our three most 
wanted can come home to our loving Heavenly Father. He wants us to 
seek and search diligently for those who are lost and without Him.

What a joy to have breakthrough faith to believe Jesus is going to bring 
our loved ones home.

What joy to experience breakthrough victory that comes from standing 
in the gap with Jesus for our lost friends and loved ones, and to hear the 
rejoicing in heaven among the angels and in the heart of our Heavenly 
Father when our three most wanted are found and COME HOME!



My	3	Most	“Wanted”
Alive for Christ

1.	____________________________

2.	____________________________

3.	____________________________

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

–Romans	6:23
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